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• Nothing to disclose
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Outline

• Introduction to Social Media
– What is it 

– Why do I care 

– How do I get started

• Best Practices
– Avoiding pitfalls

– Privacy

• Advanced SoMe
– Tweet Chats

– Academic Promotion

– Analytics

Please feel free to put 
comments in the chat

Live-tweeting 
encouraged! 
#PathTwitter
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What is Social Media?
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Do you use social media?
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Do you use social media 
professionally?



@marenwhymd#PathTwitter

Have you received any 
specific training or guidance
on how to use social media 

professionally?
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Share in the chat! 

A. I don’t use any social media

B. I use social media 

C. I use social media professionally

D. I have received specific training or guidance 
on how to use social media professionally
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Social Media for Pathologists 

• Facebook
– Largest social networking service 

(2.37+ billion active users)
– Many active “pathology” groups

• Instagram
– Photo sharing network
– Owned by Facebook

• Twitter
– Social media platform where users 

post short messages (“tweets”) 
limited to 280 characters

– You can include pictures, links, and 
hashtags (#)

Reply Retweet Like Share
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Twitter is for … sharing information

• Tweets can share images 
and links

• Can follow the latest 
research and updates

• Easy way to post 
educational tidbits

• Promote your own work

• Connect with others 
interested in the same 
topics 
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What’s a Tweetorial?

Tweetorials have been defined in various ways, but in medical education they are 
most appropriately viewed as a collection of threaded tweets aimed at teaching 
users who engage with them.
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Twitter is for … “live-tweeting” the meeting

• Share insights and pearls 
from a meeting you’re 
attending
– Or follow along from home

• Properly attribute (using 
speaker’s name or 
@handle)

• Use a meeting-specific 
hashtag
– #ACLPS2021
– #USCAP2021
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Twitter is for … reaching many people!
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Twitter is for … collaboration
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Twitter is for … (more!) collaboration
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Setting up your Twitter profile

Real name, +/- credentials
@username

Biography

Location (optional)

Also, include a real picture! 
(selfies are fine, you can always change it later)
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“Anatomy of a Tweet”

• Retweet (RT): 
shares another 
user’s tweet to 
your followers

• Hashtags (#): 
“tag” the tweet

• Reply (@):  tags 
another user in 
the tweet

• Thread:
@ your own 
tweet to make a 
string of tweets
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Who to follow

• Start with 20-30 people, organizations, journals

• Can always follow more people later

– People you meet at conferences

– Colleagues

– Other medical/education professionals

– People who follow you

• It’s ok to un-follow accounts later too!
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BEST PRACTICES FOR SOCIAL MEDIA
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Avoiding Pitfalls

• The internet never forgets
– Assume that anything you post is forever
– Can’t edit in Twitter
– Even “private” posts may end up shared widely

• Rule of thumb: Don’t post anything you wouldn’t say 
to your grandmother, boss, or religious leader

• Your institution has a social media policy: be familiar 
with it

• Don’t give medical advice

• Always protect patient privacy
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Preserving Patient Privacy

• Follow HIPAA, never 
post any patient 
identifiers

• Additional suggestions:

– Don’t post “live” cases

– Change clinical details 
slightly, or omit them 
entirely
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Preserving Patient Privacy

Crane EM and Gardner JM. Pathology Image-Sharing on Social Media: Recommendations for 
Protecting Privacy While Motivating Education. AMA Journal of Ethics. August 2016, Volume 18, 
Number 8: 817-825.
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Preserving (non-patient) Privacy

• Anonymous or semi-
anonymous accounts
– No “doxing,” especially of 

medical students, trainees

• Your colleagues

• Your self
– Be cognizant if location-

sharing is on
– Be cautious publicly 

sharing your date of birth
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Cautionary Tale & 
The Myth of the “Private Post”

Where did these residents go wrong?



@marenwhymd#PathTwitter

Cautionary Tale & 
The Myth of the “Private Post”

Where did these residents go wrong?

– Posting photos of inside an operating room

• Unclear if patient was in the photo

– Potentially sharing on the same day of the procedure

– Inappropriate “joking” 

– “Ick factor” in a public forum

– Relying on “protection” from privacy settings

– Inadequate faculty supervision/leadership/modeling 
professionalism?
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“Keep Calm and Tweet On”
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Best Practices: Jokes are tricky

Ok to post on social media

Post with extreme caution

Do not post



@marenwhymd#PathTwitter

Best Practices: “Kindergarten rules”

• Be nice (or at least don’t 
be mean)

• Don’t share images 
without proper 
attribution

• Mayo Clinic’s 12-word 
Social Media Policy:
– Don’t lie, don’t pry
– Don’t cheat, can’t delete
– Don’t steal, don’t reveal

When in doubt: Don’t post
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Best Practices: Be Authentic
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ADVANCED SOCIAL MEDIA
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Tweet Chats

• Many tweet chats about a variety 
of healthcare topics

• Chat has a specific #hashtag

• Organizers select a specific hour / 
days

• Pathology Twitter Journal Clubs
– #pathJC
– #dermpathJC
– #hemepathJC
– #GUPathJC
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Reaching medical students: #path2path

• Online tweet chat for 
medical students interested 
in pathology

• Group of volunteers, both 
pathology trainees and 
faculty, host the chat

• Discussion follows prepared 
questions, as well as open 
questions



@marenwhymd#PathTwitter

#path2path success!
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#path2path: medical student testimonials
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SoMe can help get me promoted?!?



@marenwhymd#PathTwitter

Analytics: Twitter

analytics.twitter.com – free, one time activation

http://analytics.twitter.com/
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Analytics: Symplur

• Healthcare Hashtags Project
– Free, open platform

– For patient advocates, 
caregivers, doctors, and other 
providers

• Includes Tweet Chats, 
conference hashtags, 
disease-specific hashtags, 
and more
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Analytics: Symplur
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DISCUSSION / COMMENTS / 
QUESTIONS


